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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Claims 1-13 have been examined. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

3. Claims 1-6, 12 and 13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Goto et al. (US 5,471,267), hereafter Goto. 

Regarding claim 1, Goto also discloses in the third embodiment of an image 
recording apparatus: 

an image generating means for generating an image signal of the arbitrary image 
(Fig. 10; col. 5, lines 62-65); 

related information storing means for storing registration information of a 
registration image containing information about a copyright of the arbitrary image and 
related information relating to the registration image (frame, date, and time information 
related to copyright stored in non-volatile memory 131; Fig. 12; col. 2, lines 58-64; col. 
7, lines 3-7; col. 11, lines 12-16); 
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registration image data storing means for storing image data of the registration 
image (registration image data is stored in memory 131; col. 8, lines 35-42; col. 11, lines 
12-16); 

image combining control means for reading out the registration image data, 
generating a registration image signal based on the registration image data by referring 
to the related information, and generating a combined image signal by combining the 
registration image signal with the image signal of the arbitrary image (registration image 
data read out of memory 131 to CPU 124 in order to drive an LED array or LCD 132 
and combined with image signal from camera; Fig. 13-16; col. 12, lines 51-53; col. 13, 
lines 11-16 and 54-67); and 

combined image output means for outputting the combined image signal to an 
arbitrary device including the prescribed recording medium (combined image signal 
recorded on photographic film; col. 13, lines 11-16 and 54-59). 

Further regarding claim 1, Goto discloses in the fourth embodiment of an 
image recording apparatus: 

an image generating means for generating an image signal of the arbitrary image 
(Fig. 17; col. 5, lines 62-65); 

related information storing means for storing registration information of a 
registration image containing information about a copyright of the arbitrary image and 
related information relating to the registration image (frame, date, and time information 
related to copyright stored in memory of CPU 236; Fig. 27; col. 2, lines 58-64; col. 7, 
lines 3-7; col. 20, lines 3-39); 
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registration image data storing means for storing image data of the registration 
image (registration image data stored as mask 269 of card 268 in databack 205; Fig. 19 
and 22; col. 14, lines 25-28; col. 15, lines 44-49); 

image combining control means for reading out the registration image data, 
generating a registration image signal based on the registration image data by referring 
to the related information, and generating a combined image signal by combining the 
registration image signal with the image signal of the arbitrary image (registration image 
data read out of card 268 upon data recording signal received from camera 201 and 
combined with image signal from camera lens 287 via prisms 300 and 283; Fig. 21, 27 
and 28; col. 18, lines 46-49; col. 21, lines 22-50; col. 22, lines 9-13); and 

combined image output means for outputting the combined image signal to an 
arbitrary device including the prescribed recording medium (combined image signal 
passes from lens 287 and is redirected via prism 283 through hole 267 to expose 
photographic film; Fig. 21; col. 21, lines 9-50). 

Regarding claim 2, Goto teaches all the limitations of claim 1 (fourth 
embodiment), and further teaches that 

the registration image data storing means is detachable (card 268 is detachable 
from databack 205, fitting into loading portion 273; Fig. 19), and 

wherein the combined image output means does not record the combined image 
signal on the prescribed recording medium if the registration image data does not exist 
in the registration image data storing means (combined image signal not recorded if 
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card 268 containing registration image data is not present or on as indicated by switch 
262; Fig. 28; col. 18, lines 43-49). 

Regarding claim 3, Goto teaches all the limitations of claim 1 (fourth 
embodiment), and further teaches that the image generating means is imaging means 
for producing an image by shooting a prescribed object and converting it into an image 
signal (image generating means is a camera which shoots an object and converts it into 
an image signal; Fig. 17; col. 5, lines 62-65). 

Regarding claim 4, Goto teaches all the limitations of claim 1 (third 
embodiment), and further teaches that the related information storing means stores, in 
setting the registration image, prescribed judgment information to be used forjudging 
legitimacy of the registration image data (col. 8, line 66, through col. 9, line 5; col. 9, line 
46, through col. 10, line 24). 

Regarding claim 5, Goto teaches all the limitations of claim 1 (third 
embodiment), and further teaches that the related information storing means is a 
nonvolatile memory (memory 1 31 ; col. 1 1 , line 1 2). 

Regarding claim 6, Goto teaches all the limitations of claim 1 (third 
embodiment), and further teaches that the apparatus comprises setting input means 
(buttons 108) for inputting prescribed setting information including a setting of the 
registration image and a setting relating to display of the registration image, and for 
storing the setting information in the related information storing means (Fig. 10; col. 6, 
lines 61-62; col. 8, lines 32-55; col. 10, lines 33-39; col. 11, lines 12-16). 
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Regarding claim 12, this is a method version of claim 1 (fourth embodiment) 
with the additional limitation, for which Goto teaches, that registration information of a 
registration image containing information about a copyright of an arbitrary image, 
related information relating the registration image, and image data of the registration 
image are stored in advance (mask portion 269 of card 268 stores registration image in 
advance of camera use; col. 14, lines 17-28). 

Regarding claim 13, this is a method version of claim 2 (fourth embodiment) 
with the additional limitation, for which Goto teaches, that registration information of a 
registration image containing information about a copyright of an arbitrary image, 
related information relating the registration image, and image data of the registration 
image are stored in advance (mask portion 269 of card 268 stores registration image in 
advance of camera use; col. 14, lines 17-28). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 7-11 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 

Goto in view of Sasson et al. (US 5,106,107), hereafter Sasson. 

Regarding claim 7, this is the same as claim 1 (third embodiment) with the 

additional limitation that that the registration image data storing means is detachable. 
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Goto teaches that the registration image data storing means is a non-volatile memory 
(memory 131 ; col. 11, lines 12-16), but Goto does not explain that the registration image 
data storing means is detachable. 

However, Sasson teaches a camera wherein the image data storing means (non- 
volatile memory 24) is detachable (Fig. 4A, col. 4, lines 19-24) for the purpose of 
providing a practical alternative to conventional film (col. 1 , lines 42-66). One of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made would recognize that the 
storage means for storing image data representing image signals produced by the 
camera would work equally well for the storage of registration image data, as each 
require merely a non-volatile memory addressable by the microprocessor of the 
camera, and that usage of the same memory unit for both type of images would be less 
expensive than employing separate memory units. 

Therefore, it would be obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the device of Goto with the teaching of Sasson such that 
the registration image data storing means is detachable. One would be motivated to do 
so in order to provide a practical alternative to conventional film at minimal expense. 

Regarding claim 8, the modified device of Goto and Sasson is relied upon as 
applied to claim 7, and Goto and Sasson further teach that wherein the image 
generating means is imaging means for producing an image by shooting a prescribed 
object and converting it into image data (image generating means is a camera which 
shoots an object and converts it into an image signal; Goto, Fig. 17, and col. 5, lines 62- 
65). Therefore, for reasons provided above, such a claim also would be obvious. 
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Regarding claim 9, the modified device of Goto and Sasson is relied upon as 
applied to claim 7, and Goto and Sasson further teach that the related information 
storing means stores, in setting the registration image, prescribed judgment information 
to be used forjudging legitimacy of the registration image data (col. 8, line 66, through 
col. 9, line 5; col. 9, line 46, through col. 10, line 24). Therefore, for reasons provided 
above, such a claim also would be obvious. 

Regarding claim 10, the modified device of Goto and Sasson is relied upon as 
applied to claim 7, and Goto and Sasson further teach that the related information 
storing means is a nonvolatile memory (memory 131; Goto, col. 11, line 12). Therefore, 
for reasons provided above, such a claim also would be obvious. 

Regarding claim 11, the modified device of Goto and Sasson is relied upon as 
applied to claim 7, and Goto and Sasson further teach that the apparatus comprises 
setting input means (buttons 108) for inputting prescribed setting information including a 
setting of the registration image and a setting relating to display of the registration 
image, and for storing the setting information in the related information storing means 
(Fig. 10; col. 6, lines 61-62; col. 8, lines 32-55; col. 10, lines 33-39; col. 11, lines 12-16). 
Therefore, for reasons provided above, such a claim also would be obvious. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 
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Oguro (EP 0648050A2) discloses a digital image signal recording device that 
records a copyright protection signal along with the image signal onto a video tape. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to John Elmore whose telephone number is 571-272-4224. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M 10-8, T-Th 9-7. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Greg Morse can be reached on 571-272-3838. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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